THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

Rajatarangini, was about A.D. 300, so that in
times when Brahmanical influence hat! become
paramount, and the caste system was in full force,
the ruling chiefs of the Dravidian kingdoms were
recognized as of Kshatriya descent by the royal
families of northern India. We have it, however,
on the authority of Warm, that the Dravidas were
of Kshatriya origin. He mentions them amongst
those Kshatriyas who had sunk to the condition
of Suclras, through the omission of sacred rites
and the neglect of Brfilunans,1 This, of course,
refers only to the ruling families and military
caste. The greater part of the population must
have been of aboriginal descent.

We further learn from Manu that the Dra1 vidas,
with the Mallas, the Lichavis, the Kasas, and
others, are descended from Vratya Kshatriyas.*

The Mallas, the Lichavis, and the Kasas,
although Kshatriyas, were Naga-worshipping
tribes of Solar race, who still retained the
customs and religion of their Asura forefathers,
and evidently, in the eyes of Manu, the Dravidas
were the same.

Kama, in his altercation with Salya, as given
in the Mahabharata, classes the Karashkaras, the
Mahishakas, the Kalingas, the Keralas, the Kar-
kotakas, and the Virakas, with the Bahikas of

1 Manu, Biihler, x. 43 -44,

2 Ib. x, 22.
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